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the General Commanding there, until they can be legally tried, on the fact being made known to him, the Commander of tho district will supply the means to retain them in confinement, and the commanding officer of the troops in Texas is so authorized to act. If there are reasons in existence which justify an apprehension that the prisotiers cannot bo fairly tried in that county, let the proper civil officers have the " venue" changed for the trial, as provided for by the laws of Texas.
In the opinion of the Commander of the Fifth Military District, the existing government of the State of Texan possesses ail the powers necessary for the proper and prompt trial of the prisoners in question in due course of law.
If these powers are not exercised for that purpose, tho failure to exercise them can bo attributed only to tho indolence or culpable inefficiency of the officers now charged with tho execution and enforcement of the laws under tho authority of the State Government; and if there is such a failure, in tho instance mentioned, on the part of those officers, to execute the laws, it will then become the dut}r of the commander to remove the officers who flui to discharge the duties imposed on them, and to replace them with others who will discharge them.
Should these means fail, and it be found, on further experience, that there are not a sufficient number of persons among the people now exercising political power in Texas, to supply the public with officers who will enforce the laws of the State, it will then become necessary for tho commander of the Fifth Military District to exermo tho powers vested in him by the acts of Congress under which he is appointed, for the purpose of vindicating the majesty of the law. But until such necessity is shown to exist, it is not tho intention of the Commanding General to havo recourse to those powerw ; and he deems the present a fitting occasion to make thinre the confinement of the persons named In the communication of the Governor of the State of Texas to
